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70. Stradnerlithus senarius (Wind & Wise, 1976) Medd in Gallois & Medd (1979) 
emend. Medd in Gallois & Medd (1979) 

 

 
Pl. 2, fig. a 

Pl. 2, fig. a. Stradnerlithus senarius (Wind & Wise). Distal view and lateral view with short spine. SEM 
77/14402. x24000. 

 
1976 Corollithion senarius Wind & Wise, p. 300, pl. 87, figs 2, 3; pl. 89, figs 10, 11. 
 
Emended diagnosis. A species of Stradnerlithus with six bars in the axial structure 

extending from an elongate central platform; two bars bisect the specimen and the 
other four disect the longer sides of the oblong-shaped rim at one-third of the 
distance from its corners. 

Description: The six bars are arranged so that the oblong-shaped coccolith is bilaterally 
symmetrical. The bars fuse at the centre in an elliptical boss, which may be perforate. 

Remarks: This species differs from the other six axial-barred members of the eiffellithid 
group in having an oblong and not a rhomboidal or elliptical rim. 

Truncatoscaphus hexaporus Moshkovitz & Ehrlich (1976, p. 8) is similar in gross 
morphology, but the axial bars do not coalesce at the central boss; instead, they 
branch at intervals from the long axial bar and are considered here to form those 
members with the least number of axial bars of the 'truncatoscaphid' series of 
Stradnerlithus species, which includes S. delftensis and S. pauciramosus. 

S. senarius is similar to an eight-barred axial form of Stradnerlithus both in the shape and 
the arrangement of the bars, which occurs in material from the Oxfordian to the 
Lower Kimmeridgian (mutabilis Zone), and may have evolved from it. 
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Stratigraphical distribution: This species has been found in the English material from the 
Swindon Borehole at a depth of 78.72 m; a coccolith-rich band (EU2) in the Lower 
Kimmeridge Clay, eudoxus Zone (Kimmeridgian); it has been recorded at the same 
horizon in the North Wootton Borehole (from a depth of 63.05 m); and in the DSDP 
Leg 11 Site 105 core 39/2 at 10-11 cm. Wise & Wind (1976, p. 300) state that the species 
occurs in the Oxfordian of DSDP Leg 36 Site 330 core 7/5 at 120 cm; however, Jones & 
Plafker (1976, p. 847) record Jurassic macrofossils of 'early to mid-Kimmeridgian age' 
in the core below: core 8/2 at 118-120 cm. The writer suggests that the type material is 
also from the Kimmeridgian, which would be compatible with the English and the 
DSDP Leg 11 material so far found. 

 
Gallois, R.W. & Medd, A.W., 1979. Coccolith-rich marker bands in the English 

Kimmeridge Clay. Geological Magazine, 116(4): 247-334.  
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